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“Moody Men Preach 
Only the Bible” Says Critic: 


BY THE EDITOR 


A pulpit committee was discuss- 
ing the recommendation to a 
church of a prospective pastor, and 
one member suggested that they 
secure a graduate of Moody Bible 
Institute, offering to suggest some 
well qualified men. He reports: 

“After some discussion the 
chairman stated he did not believe 
they would consider Moody men, 
and asked for the reason, he made 
this cant reply, ‘Moody men 
preach only the Bible.’” 

. How that answer would have 
pleased D. L.. Moody, famous evan- 
gelist who founded this training 
school for Christian workers! 
Moody (says Clarence W. Hall) at 


the dedication of the first build-{ 


ing of the Institute, “Gave the cor- 
nerstone a vigorous whack with 
the trowel and then made an invo- 
cation to this effect: ‘Lord, You 
know that what this old world 
needs more than anything else is 
Thy Word. We pray that if the 
day ever comes when anything 
contrary to the Bible is taught 
here,. You will wipe this school 
from the face of the earth!’” 


‘The Kind of Teaching at Moody 
Bible Institute 


It is not strange, therefore, that 
Moody men’preach the Bible. Ev- 
ery teacher must accept a state- 

ment of faith which avows a belief 
in the great fundamentals of the 
faith including the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible. 

D. L. Moody, the founder; the 
great Dr. R. A. Torrey, scholar and 
evangelist who was the first su- 
perintendent of the Institute, and 
the one who organized the course 
of study, which has been a pattern 
for Bible training schools around 
the world; Dr. James M. Gray, so 
long the beloved president; and 
Dr. Will H. Houghton, the man 
God raised up to succeed Dr. Gray, 
and.now the strong president - 


all these have been profoundly loy- 


al to the Bible. very course, 
whether the Missions Course, the 
Pastor’s Course, the Gospel Music 
Course, or the other four courses 
leading to graduation, are cen- 
tered around a reverent, thorough 
ghapter by chapter study of the 
Bible. 

A number of Seminary students 


.who had first finished the course 


of Moody Bible Institute have told 


ee ‘pe. Wi H. Houduron 
—— Moody Bible Institute 


paper helps a 


me that they had far more thor- 
ough training in Bible at Moody 


.institute than at some of the best 


Seminaries in America. In one of 
the very best seminaries I had 
good training, but I knew little 


about chapter by chapter study of 
the Bible, practically nothing about 
expository Bible preaching, and 
nothing about dispensational 
teaching except the difference of 
law and grace after two years 
(Continued on page four) 


Archway through 12-story Admin- 
istration Building, Moody Bible 
Institute. 


Brief Facts About Moody Bible Institute 


Largest Bible traing school in 
the world, international and inter- 


‘denominational. 


Founded in 1886 by the world- 
famous evangelist and educator, D. 
L. Moody. 


Faculty of 40 — leaders in their 
various fields. 


Day school offers seven courses. 
Nearly 1,300 enrolled last year. 


Evening school, with enrollment 
of 1,850 yearly. 


Unequalled opportunity to stu- 
dents for practical training in the 
Chicago area. In one year they re- 
ported 678,163 Gospels and tracts 
distributed, 117,072 persons spok- 
en to on spiritual matters, and 10,- 
584 professing conversion. 


Correspondence School, “enrolling 
almost 16,000 students yearly, of- 
fers 17 practical home study cours- 
es at nominal cost. 


Radio School of the Bible. broad- 
casts instruction in 12 courses a 
year. 


Extension Department supplies 
Bible teachers, evangelists and 
song leaders for meetings in Unit- 
ed States and Canada. 


Moody Monthly, with a paid cir- 
culation of more than 51,000, is 
one of the leading evangelical pub- 
lications in the country. 


WMBI, the Institute’s own 5,006 


watt radio station, broadcasts ap- 
proximately 140 Christian and 35 
educational programs each week. 


Christian Workers Bureau op- 
erates a clearing house for trained 
workers and churches by register- 
ing and recommending . qualified 
persons for positions. 


Twelve - story Administration 
Building houses classrooms, li- 
brary, radio’ studios, and business 
offices under one roof — up-to-date 
‘equipment and efficient methods. 


Institute library contains 24,500 
volumes. 


Miracles and Melodies, the In- 
stitute’s transcribed radio pro- 
gram, now broadcast by 180 sta- 
tions in the United States and for- 
eign countries. 


The Institute has trained more 
than 42,600 young preps for Chris- 
tian service. 


More than 2,300 former students 
have gone to 87 foreign mission 
fields. 


Tuition is free — board and 
room provided to students at cost. 


More than $450,000 needed an- 
nually to provide this free training 
to men and women for world-wide 
Christian service. 


This need is met by voluntary 
contributions of friends. 


Saved Through Sermon In Sword 


Two weeks ago a blessed sermon 
of Rev. Chas. E. Fuller, of the Old- 
Fashioned Revival Hour Broadcast 
was published in the Sword of the 
Lord which resulted in the saving 
of a soul. From Webster, Mass.., 
came the following letter, which 
causes us to thank God and take 
courage. 


“I have read Brother Charles E. 
Fuller’s sermon, ‘Believe Ye That 
I Am Able to Do This?’ and while 


I thought I was a Christian before, 
I’ know now I wasn’t. I was willing, 


yes, anxious, that God would help 


me correct the things in my life I 
didn’t like, but I never fully sur- 
rendered, repented and begged for 
God’s mercy as I did after reading 
that sermon. I am wicked, but I 


: -1 | believe He is both able and willing 


to save me. So I have accepted 


: -Him for my personal Saviour, and 
}|am going to put my life and my all 
in His keeping. I will 


confess Him 
openly as my Saviour, and I will 
try to live for Him and Him only 


ifrom now on. If He loved me 
} enough to die on the cross for me, | 


I surely should be willing to give 


_ {up the world for Him. 


“I do want to tell you that the. 
a lot. We are in a 


town,Wwhere modernism seems to 
be the thing, and it isn’t.always 
easy to stick to the Bible and be 
laughed, yes, even jeered at. And 
it is hard to make children, 11 and 
13, see that some things are wrong 
when even the minister’s family 
does them. And I couldn’t give 
them Christ when I didn’t have 
Him for myself. Will you pray that 
my two children may accept Him 
and have the peace that I hunted 
for for so long, and have just 


Surely we should see that thou- 
sands of others get a chance to 


read these méssages that are used 
of God in saving so many precious 
souls. Why not. subscribe for 
friends? 


Another Soldier Saved 


From Camp Gordon, Georgia, a 
soldier boy in the 12th iahintry 
writes that he was saved through 
the book World-Wide War and the 
Bible. Ten wrote last year that 
they had trusted Christ after read- 
ing this book of 124 pas , by the 
editor. Have you’ 


addresses if you like, for $1.00, or 
one copy, 25 cents. wk Sag prices 
in quantities. 


it? Five. 
copies mailed to soldiers, separate 


DEFINITE PRAYING 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


"What things soever ye desire, when ye pray 
. — Matthew 6:11 


“Give us this day... 


. — Mark 11:24 


Friend, lend me three loaves'' — Luke 11:5 


I was only a young Christian, 
about eighteen, in the cattle coun- 
try of West Texas, when a dear 
country preacher, R. H. Gibson, 
took me with him in a rural com- 
munity for revival services at the 
Black Flat school house. The first 
Monday morning, after one day’s 
services he and I went out early 
to pray. He read some verses of 
Scripture from his little Testa- 
ment and then said, “Can we agree 
on something definite to ask God 
to give us in the service tonight ?’’ 
We talked it over prayerfully and 
finally agreed that it seemed that 
God was laying it on our hearts 
to pray for five souls to be saved 
that night. And so we prayed, he 
first and then I, asking God to give 
us five souls in the evening service. 
That night five souls were saved 
and came out publicly openly for 
Christ so definitely that no one 
doubted their salvation. 


The next morning we rejoiced 
together, in our place of quiet 
prayer out among the rocks, and 


waited on the Lord to see if He 
would lead us again to know just 
how many we should. ask. After 
a quiet time of discussion we each 
felt led to ask for three souls to 
be saved that night. We prayed, 
each of us, for three souls. That 
night three people were happily 
converted and came out in open 
profession of faith in Christ. Later 
we named particular people in our 
prayers and felt clearly led to ask 
for their conversions in the serv- 
ices that evening. The evening we 
prayed for Bill Palm to be saved, 
he trusted Christ as his Saviour; 


later he was my roommate in col- 
lege. 

In those few days it davined up- 
on me that God wanted 
Christians to pray for definite ob- 
jects, to be explicit in their re- 
quests. 


In any matter of daily living we 
make our requests definite. We 
never go into a restaurant. and 
say; “Bring me some food.” No, 
we carefully select from the menu 
just what we want and think we 
can pay for. Perhaps we say, “I 
want the small steak, cooked me- 
dium; some French fried potatoes 
and spinach. I want black tea, hot, 
with cream; and orange Jello des- 
sert.’”’ When you go to buy a meal 
you are definite. 


No woman ever goes into a gro- 
cery store and Says, “Please give 
me a basket of groceries.” Rather, 
she selects a ‘certain brand of 
whole wheat bread, perhaps; se- 
lects the best looking head of let- 
tuce, three grapefruits, and asks 
at the meat counter for two pounds 
of her favorite bacon. We are very 
definite in making our requests 
known about other matters, then 
why do we not pray definitely al- 
so? 

No man whose house is on fire 
calls the fire department and says, 
“It may be my house is on fire. I 
Saw some smoke coming out the 
roof a bit ago, but I have not in- 
vestigated. Could you come out 
some day, if it pleases you, and 
put it out?” No, no! And yet many 
a Christian will pray about an un- 
saved loved one who is lost and 

(Continued on page two) 


The Good Samaritan 


By EVANGELIST CHARLES E. FULLER 


(Preached on Radio WMBI, Feb- 


“|ruary 4, 1942.) 


Let us read from the tenth chap- 
ter of the gospel of Luke, begin- 


ning at the thirtieth verse; a*very 
familiar story about a certain man 


that went down to Jericho. You} 35 


know the story of the. Good Sa- 
maritan. But oh, it’s just chock- 
full of the gospel. And we are told 
to “go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel’’—not preach. 
any philosophy, or man’s think- 
ings, or reasonings, but just preach 
the gospel. I believe that that’s the 
thing that’s needed more than any- 
thing else. We can argue about 
fine points of this and that; I could 
tell you all about bread-making, or 
part of it at least, but some poor 
fellow on the bck seat, after I had 
spent about two hours going into: 
all the details of how to make 
bread would just jump up and say, 
“Hey! give me a slice of bread. 
I’m hungry!’ I'll tell you, there’s 
the secret. Just feed men’s hearts 
with the blessed old gospel that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, was buried and 
rose again the third day, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. After all is 
said and done ninety-nine per cent 


of the people that listen in on the 


radio want to know how to be 
saved, They don’t know all of the 
deep things of justifiication and 
sanctification. Those things are 
fine in their place, but somehow 
God calls me to just make the 


gospel so plain and just tell men 
that they are lost outside of 
Christ, and that the only remedy 
is Christ Jesus on the cross of 
Calvary, that marvelous, match- 
less grace of Jesus. 


Now read with me, Luke 10:30- 


30. And Jesus answering, 
(Continued on page four) 


REV. CHAS. E. FULLER 
of Old-Fashioned Revival Hour 
Broadcast 
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DEFINITE PRAYING | 


(Continued from page one) 


May die any moment and go to 
eternal torment, and will say, 
“Lord, if it be Thy will, some day 


er.”’ 

The n idea ‘the modern 
practice about prayer is so indefi- 
nite that it is silly and wicked. 
' Prayer is very definitely asking 

- God for something. It ought to be 
as businesslike as a sick man’s 
calling a doctor, as a housewife’s 
giving an order to the groceryman, 
as an unemployed man’s asking 
for a job, as a child’s asking for 
an ice cream cone. 


The Bible Teaches That Prayer 
Should Be Definite, sestaaid 
Requests 


The ‘model prayer the Saviour 
taught us all to pray is certainly 
explicit. A Christian is taught to 
pray about his food, “Give us this 
Oe 6 ome other words, God 
wants the Christian, instead of 
praying in lump sums and indefi- 
' nite times, to ask for exactly what 
*> he wants that day. This means 
»; that the Christian who is in the 
of will of God should be expected to 
often have his prayers answered 
the same day he prays! Happy is 
the Christian who can confidently 
ask his Heavenly Father, “Give me 
_. my food this very day.” 
) .. The disciples heard Jesus pray- 
ing and said, “Lord, teach us to 
_ pray, as John also taught his dis- 
ciples” (Luke 11:1). So Jesus 
taught them to pray by the ex- 
ample of a man who goes to his 
| friend at midnight and says, 
'  £4=“Friend, lend me three loaves.” 
71... Not just, “Lend me some bread,”’ 
: nor ‘Have you got anything to eat 
in the house?” but rather, exactly 
and definitely, “Lend me _ three 
loaves. ”" (Luke 11:5). What a 
. g example of definite pray- 
ing Jesus gave us! 
But this idea is inherent in all 
the promises throughout the Bible 
about prayer. For example, in Mk. 
11:24 Jesus said, “What things so- 
. ever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” There are many 
marvelous truths in this promise 
but note that Jesus certainly 
meant that a Christian ought to 
have certain definite desires in his 
mind when he prays and then 
ought to be able to trust God and 
get exactly those things from God 
which he requests. Prayer, in the 
Bible sense, is getting down to 
brass tacks and asking God for 
exactly what you want. Prayer is 
not only asking, but it is asking 
something. It is hardly prayer if 
it is not definite. 
How many times the great men 
of God in the Bible knew exactly 
what they wanted, and insisted up- 
on it and got it! 
I am reminded of Gideon who 
prayed thus, “If thou wilt save Is- 
raél by mine hand, as thou hast 
said, behold, I will ‘put a fleece of 
wool in the floor; and if the dew 
be on the fleece only, and it be 
dry upon up all the earth beside, 
then shall I know that thou wilt 
save Israel by mine hand, as thou 
hast said” (Judges 6:36,37). The 
next morning Gideon got up, and 
sure enough, the fleece was so full 


out of the fleece, a bowl] full of 
water’’! 
That was a very definite prayer 
and a definite answer. But Gideon 
was encouraged to change his 
specifications and prayed again, 
» “Let me prove, I pray thee, but 
) _this once with the fleece; let it now 
+ be dry only upon the fleece and 
| —_ upon all the ground let there be 
— . dew” (Judges 6:39). And sure 
' enough, the next morning it was 
_ dry upon the fleece; and there was 
|  £dew on all the ground! Gideon 
’ knew exactly what he wanted as 
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before it is too late, save my broth | Ur to get a bride for Isaac. Verses 


of water that he “wringed the dew 


Entered as second-class matter,. 


an evidence from God, and God 
seemed delighted to give it! 

How refreshing is the beautiful 
story told in Genesis, chapter 24,+ 
of the old servant of Abraham 
who was sent back to the land of 


12-14 give us his prayer as fol- 
lows; “And he said, O Lord God 
of my master Abraham, I pray 
thee, send me good speed this day, 
and shew thy kindness unto my 
master Abraham. Behold, I stand 
here by the well of water; and the 
daughters of the men of the city 
come out to draw water; and let 
it come to pass, that the damsel to 
whom I shall say, Let down thy 
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may 
drink; and she shall say, Drink, 
and I will give thy camels drink 
also: let the same be she that thou 
hast appointed for thy servant 
Isaac; and thereby shall I know 
that thou hast shewed kindness 
unto my master.” Isn’t that a defi- 
nite prayer? He asked that God 
would send to him the very girl he 
wanted to be a bride for Isaac. He 
even gives the very sentence she} 
is to say, “Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink also.” And while 
he was yet speaking, we are told, 
Rebekah came out, gave him wat- 
er and offered to water all his cam- 
els; and succeeding events proved, 
she was God’s answer to his prayer 
and to Abraham’s prayer. And if 
men and women should pray as 
definitely about mates today, in 
the same spirit, no doubt God 
would guide them just as clearly 
to happy marriage, under His clear 
guiding. / 

How definite was the request of 
Moses when he asked that the 
ground open and swallow Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram and their 
families (Numbers 16). And s0 
Elijah prayed for drought and got 
drought, prayed for rain and got 
rain, prayed for fire from Heaven 
and got fire from Heaven! And 
when Joshua asked for the sun to 
stand still, he told the sun ex- 
actly where to stop in the heaven 
and then turned and ordered the 
moon, giving explicit directions 
where it should, stay, in its rela- 
tion to the earth. “And he said in 
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou 
still upon Gibeon; and thou, moon, 
in the valley of Ajalon”’ (Joshua 
10:12). How blessedly. definite were 
the prayers of the Bible characters 
who got things from God! 


In fact, the definiteness of some 
of these men of God, in their re- 


quests, become so bold as to seem 
to us almost arrogant. They 
seemed to command God, and God 
even seemed to delight to obey! 
They knew exactly what they 
wanted; they asked it, gave 
specific instructions about it, al- 
most demanded it, and got it! Pe- 
ter seemed to just take it for 
granted that anything he said 
about Ananias and Sapphira, God 
would do; and at his word they 
were stricken dead! (Acts 541-10). 
And Peter seemed to feel a per- 
fect carte blanche, as if he had a 
signed blank check from God so 
that he could-simply announce to 
Aeneas who had kept to his bed 
eight years, sick of the palsy, ‘‘Ae- 
neas, Jesus Christ maketh thee 
whole; arise, and make thy bed.” 
And he arose immediately, the 
Scripture tells us! (Acts 9:34,35). 


And Paul the apostle could say 
to the impotent man with a loud 
voice, “Stand upright on thy feet!” 
And the man leaped and walked! 
(Acts 14:9). Or he could say to 
Elymas the sorcerer, ‘Thou shalt 
be_blind, not seeing the sun for a 
season” (Acts 13:11); and imme- 
diately there fell on him a mist of 
utter darkness, we are told. The/ 
Bible is full of examples of men 
who knew exactly what they want- 
ed, and seemed to be in such agree- 
ment with God that they demand- 
ed, and got, exactly what they had 
in ‘mind, to the last detail! That is 
definite praying! 

Elijah went around for years 
with the key of heaven in his pock- 
et! God had given him ‘such as- 
surance that he could announce to 
the king, “‘As the Lord God of Is- 
rael liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, but according to my 
word.” (I Kings 17:1). 


This knowing exactly what you 
want, and asking it, demanding it, 
expecting it, and knowing that it 
is in the perfect will of God to give 
.|it, seems to be God’s will for 
Christians, for Isaiah 45:11 says: 


“Thus saith the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask 


me of things to come concernin 


g | wouldn’t it be a sin for his wife 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD | 


of my hands command ye me” 
(Isaiah 45:11). | 

Blessed is the Christian who is 
so in the will of God, who so knows 
the mind of God, who has such 
definite desires that concerning the 
work of God he can command God 
and have exactly what he asks! 


Il. What Is Wrong with Indefinite 
Prayer? | 


A little consideration will show 
that indefinite prayer not only 
fails. to get things from God, but 
it shows a sinful state of heart 
that must grieve God greatly. 

First, indefinite prayer is often 
a mere formality, and is insincere. 
Many people pray day after day 
for things that they do not really 
desire. But Mark 11:24 stipulates 
that, ‘What things soever you. de- 
sire when ye pray...” How | 
could God answer prayers that do’ 
not represent a sincere desire? 

Some people pray to be heard of 
men, Think how many of our pub- 
lic prayers are indefinite, not ask- 
ing anything of God, and not get- 
ting anything! For example, the 
secretary of a preacher in an Illi- 
nois city not long ago told how the 
minister who employed her has al- 
ready written out his public pray- 
ers for the next four months! So 
in not one of those prayers would 
the preacher be praying, “Heaven- 
ly Father, save my next-door 
neighbor who is here today.” In 
not one of those prayers would the 
pastor be praying, “Lord, heal Mrs. 
Smith, who was taken to the hos- 
pital this morning with acute ap- 
pendicitis.” In none of those pray- 
ers would the pastor be praying, 
“Lord, help us to give $500 today 
to send this missionary.to China.” 
No, such written prayers are like- 
ly to be mere formalities. We may 
say such prayers to please others. 
Or we may say them out of a 
sense of duty, feeling that there is 
some merit in praying, whether 
we ask for anything or get any- 
thing, or not. Or we may pray 
such prayers simply as a matter 
of habit. Many Christians say .the 
Same words, day after day. 


And this is the danger of a 
“prayer-list.”’ The other day a 
woman said to me, “Haven’t you 
been to our church before? Then 
you are on my prayer list and I 
pray for you every day.” But I had 
not been to the church before; she 
was not familiar with the names 
on her prayer list, would run 
through them by note. I have 
found it wise, when people ask me 
to pray for them, to stop just then 
and pray, if it is a matter that 
I can conscientiously take to God 
and make a request of Him. But 
I never promise to pray every day 
for anybody. I sometimes say, “If 
God lays it on my heart and brings 
you to mind I will pray about it.” 
The prayer that is not sincere, the 
mere formal saying of prayers, 
surely is an abomination to God. 
And indefinite prayer is often just 
that, an insincere formality. 


Spurgeon, writing on I Samuel 
1:10-13, ‘She (Hannah) .. . prayed 
unto’ the Lord, and wept ‘gore 
she spake in her heart.’ I Sam. 
1:10-13, said: 

“For real business at the Mercy 


Seat give me a home-made prayer, 
a prayer that comes out of the 
depths of my heart, not because I 
invented it, but because God the 
Holy Ghost, put it there, and gave 
it such a living force that I could 
not help letting it out. Though 
such words are broken, and your 
sentences disconnected, if your de- 
sires are earnest, if they are like 
coals of juniper, burning with a 
vehement flame, God will not mind 
how they find expression. If you 
have co! owing rhaps you Rs 
pray bet hout them 

with eho hare are prayers that 
break the backs of words; they are 
too heavy for any human language 
to carry.” 

Indefinite prayer usually re- 
veals that there is no burden, no 
urgency in the heart. Very cheer- 
fully, a woman said to me some 
time ago, “Well, I have been pray- 


ing for my husband twenty-three 
years and he is not saved yet; but 
Snip ger 2 God to save him be- 
fore he dies.” Her lightness of 


to say to her, “If you do not come 
to mean business and get to pray- 
ing in earnest, your husband is 
likely to go to Hell!” If it is sin 
for a lost man to go on in sin with- 
out concern, g to be saved 
some time before he dies, then 


my Sons, and concerning the work 
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his sin and be ‘saved just some 
time before he dies? 

At Paris, Texas, a Christian wo- 
man told me about her fine, six- 
teen-year-old. son who was un- 
saved. “But I am sure he will be 
Saved some of these days,” she 

. When I trged her to bring 
him to the re services and 
make sure he saved, she said 
She wasn’t worried; he was such 
a good boy, and she knew that she 
could win him some of these days. 
But a few nights afterward the 
sixteen-year-old boy rode home on 
his bicycle late one night and was 
bitten by a black widow spider. A 
number had recently died from the 
bite of this poisonous kind of spi- 
der. She called the doctor at once; 
and as soon as the boy was cared 
for she called me, at 11:00 at 
night, rushed across town in a car, 
told me weeping, “I'll never sleep 
until I know he’s saved. I have 
just waked up to see that he might 
die and go to hell any moment!” 
With his distressed mother stand- 
ing by his bedside pleading with 
him, the boy quickly was convicted 
of his sins and was soon led to 
trust Christ as Saviour. 


I say that where there. is no 
definiteness in prayer, it is because 
there is no urgency, no real bur- 
den, no heart desire. So when we 
pray, God wants our fallow ground 
broken up (Jeremiah 4:3, Hosea 
10:12). How appropriate to our 
prayer life is that warning, “‘Woe 
to them that are at ease in Zion” 
(Amos 6:1) and again “‘As soon 
as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children.” (Isaiah 66:8). 
Indefinite prayer, is prayer with 
no burden. 

When a neighbor says, “Come 
over to see me sometime,” I may 
answer, “Yes, I will, and you come 
to see me sometime, too.’ But, in 
fact both of us are only being po- 
lite. “Sometime” never comes. Re- 
cently a good man said to me, 
“Please don’t make any other 
plans for Sunday, as we want you 
for dinner at our house. We have 
@ nice young chicken; and my wife 
will plan things so she need not 
stay away from church, so please 
come!” And I knew they wanted 
me, since plans were so definite, 
and I did go; and how sweet was 
the fellowship! 


But one of the worst things 
wrong with indefinite praying is, 
it proves we have not found out 
the will of God, so we do not 
know exactly what we should pray. 
for. When we pray about a sin- 
ner’s being’ saved, and say, “Tf it 
be thy will,” we are simply con- 
fessing that .we have no will about 
the matter; and it may be we are 
confessing that we are not even 
familiar with the scriptures, and 
do not know the tender heart of 
God and His concern over every 
poor lost soul. Of course we dare 
not pray very definitely and dog- 
matically, demanding that such 
things happen on a certain day, or 
in a certain way, unless we have 
a clear leading that this is the will 
of God. How wicked it would be, 


‘| how presumptuous to pray in such 


detail without having any idea as 
to whether or not it would please 
God, and fit in with His plans, and 
glorify His name! 


Of course we ourselves would 


not know, with our carnal minds, 
but “Likewise the Spirit also help- 
eth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as 
we ought: but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And He that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what‘is the mind of the 
Spirit, because He maketh inter- 
cession for the sdints according to 
the will of God.” (Romans 8:26, 
than | 27). This indicates that formal, in- 
definite, general, praying is the 
result of not beng led of the Holy 
Spirit. We do not know the mind 
of God. We have no assurance that 
we are in His will. Very likely we 
have grieved the Holy Spirit by 
our sins, or we have quenched Him 
by ignoring His plan. 

Nothing, is clearer in the Bible 
than that men of God who got 
wonderful answers to prayer were 
led by the Spirit of God. They were 
definite in their praying beeause 
they knew what to pray for. They 


heart alarmed me and I felt led| knew what they wanted, and they 


knew that God was willing to give 
these definite things. 


“Oh, -my beloved readers, indefi- 
nite prayer must often prove our 
insincerity, our formality. It 
proves that there is no burden, no 
real heart desire, in our prayers. 
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te 


ourselves familiar with His plans 
by the Word of God and by the 
Holy Spirit’s leading. 

How to be Definite in Prayer + 


If you want to become definite, 
businesslike, efficient in prayer, 
God will help eat I suggest the 
following helpful 

1. Set out to out any ob- 
jects of prayer about which yoii 
are not definite. If you have a 
long list of things for which you 
pray in a half-hearted way, with- 
out any real conviction, and about 
which you cannot ask God for 
some definite answer, with bold- 


‘ness, then confess to God that your 


praying is half-hearted, and form- 
al, and to some degree insincere. 
Quit. praying for things to. be 
heard of men, or because you think 
it is your duty in a general sense, 
or that people expect you to pray 
for these things. Set out to pray 
for things about which you have 
a genuine desire, and about which 


Fyou ought to expect some definite 


answer. 

2. Next, set out to search the 
Scriptures and find in them the 
will of God. If you are praying for 


|somebody to be saved, then 


prayerfully, earnestly search the 
Scriptures to find out the will of 
God, and how He feels toward the 
salvation of sinners. Meditate, for 
instance on Luke chapter 15, the 
parables of the lost sheep, the lost 
coin, and the lost prodigal son, and 
come to see the passion of Christ 
for sinners. If your heart really 
becomes affected with the concern 
Christ has for sinners, then you 
can pray more definitely for their 
conversion. 


At Kingman, Kansas, I spoke 
one afternoon in a Bible Confer- 
ence for more than an hour on 
prayer, and urged people to be 
definite, to mean business when 
they prayed. I showed by many 
Scriptures, why we may be bold 
in praying for the conversion of 
sinners. When the service was 
over a nurse came to me, a young 
woman who had been a Christian 
about a year. With her face shin- 
ing with a light from Heaven; she 
said, ‘So that is the way to pray,. 
is it?” 

I answered, 
way to pray!” 

“Well, then, tonight I am going 
to have my two brothers saved!”’ 
she said. ‘I have been praying for 
them now for a year, but I have 
been praying, ‘Lord, save my 
brothers before it is too late.’ Now 
I am going home and ask God to 
save them tonight!” And off she 
marched home. 


I was troubled. I thought, “Is 
she risking my word, or is she 
really trusting God?’’ But she went 
home and spent the time in prayer, 
and that night had sweet assur- 
ance in her heart that God was 
going to save her twin brothers, 

That night an uncle came in 
fourteen miles and was wonderful- 
ly converted. Then the _ nurse’s 
mother, seeing her own brother 
wonderfully saved, came to the 
front weeping and confessed she 
had been a backslider, she hadn't 
been concerned about her own chil- 
dren as she ought to be. Then I 
saw coming down out of the bal- 
cony two fine young men, seven- 
teen years old, twins. The pasto1 
was with them and they came 
openly to claim Christ. It may be 
that God had to ‘get the uncle to 
wake up the mother, and that He 
needed to arouse the mother before 
He could reach the boys; but God 
did not deny the earnest, fervent 
prayer, the definite request, of that 
young nurse who asked God to save 
her brothers that very night, de- 
geagsead on the word of God and 

ts clear promises, 


I say that a study of the Word of 
God will help us to be definite in 
our prayer. As we meditate on 
God’s word we will see how much 
He longs to give us and how free- 

(Continued on page three) 
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ly He has offered to answer our 
prayers. We can find what things 
are in His will and so be more bold 
in praying for definite objects, at 
definite times. 


3. Next, it often takes some 
waiting on God before one is able 
to have in mind clearly what he 
ought to pray for. Let the Holy 
Spirit talk to you. Ask God’ to 
show you the things that are 
wrong in your life, to help you to 
judge and turn away from any sin 
that grieves God. Then ask the 
Holy Spirit to lead you clearly in- 
to desiring the things that are 
right, and let Him lead you in 
praying. Anytime you can pray a 
prayer that you know is put in 
your heart by the Holy Spirit, then 
you can be bold in demanding an 
answer; and you will know you 
are asking according to the will of 
God and that you will receive your 
request. Definite praying does not 
mean that you try to make God 
come to your viewpoint. Rather, it 
means finding just what the Lord 
wants to give you, what He wants 
you to ask for, and then praying 


‘the prayer that the Holy Spirit 


lays on your heart. a 


In 1931 I went for a series of re- 
vival services with the First Bap- 
tist Church of Peacock, a little 
town in West Texas. That mid- 
West-Texas town was in the 
clutches of a terrible drought. It 
had not rained for months. Crops 
were utterly ruined. Even normal- 
ly it was too dry to raise.corn, but 
in that particular year even 
drought-resistant crops, as milo 
maize and cane were blighted and 
their tops were all sere, brown and 
dead. Water holes were dried up. 
The pastures were in some places 
almost as barren as a floor. Fre- 
quently as one drove down the lane 
he would smell dead cattle, starved 
to death. Some farms were de- 
serted, and people had travelled 
far to get work and earn a little 
income to live on. 


As we went into the revival serv- 
ices my heart got more and more 
burdened about the barren coun- 
try. I felt that God wanted to show 
His power. So I promised God that 
just as soon as the Christian peo- 
ple began to be aroused and con- 
cerned over their sins arid over 
their lost loved ones, I would call 
a meeting of confession and prayer 
begging God to send a rain, as well 
as a revival. 


God’s Holy Spirit took hold of 
the people; and they began to have 
broken hearts, to seek God and to 
want souls saved. I took courage 
and called a meeting for prayer, 
telling the people I felt definitely 


‘led to pray for a rain. I felt that 


the Holy Spirit had put the matter 
in my heart, Many agreed to pray 
with me. We publicly asked God 
to send a great rain and to send 
it within twenty-four hours. I an- 
nounced to the public that we 
would expect a rain in twenty-four 
hours and that if it came after 
that time.it would not be the one 
we were asking for and that we 
would not count ofir prayers..an- 
swered. There was no evidence of 
an kind in the heavens that we 
should expect a rain. The next day 
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the sun beat down pitilessly on the 
barren land, At the morning serv- 
ice at 11:00 o’clock that weekday 
we again prayed for-rain, and 
begged God to send it by the night 
service so that all could know that 
God answered definite prayers. I 
announced that if the rain did not 
come within twenty-four hours, it 
would not be an answer to our 
prayers. God put it in my heart to 
pray that definite prayer, and I 
felt that He would ‘hear it. After 
noon my wife set about to wash 
some clothes and sent our little 
girl, Grace, five years old, to bor- 
row a tub of a neighbor woman 
who had offered it. It was about 
2:00 o’clock; suddenly black clouds 
began to roll up swiftly from the 
southeast. In a few minutes there 
came a mighty wind. Mrs. Rice had 
to rescue the little girl and catch 
the wash. tub, rolling across the 
prairie! The tabernacle where we 
had been meeting was blown off 
the blocks that supported it. Down 
town in the stores the scoffers and 
the wicked had been saying, “Pray- 
ing for rain may be all right in 
East Texas, but it won’t work in 
West Texas, That fool young 
preacher will see; there will not be 
a rain by tonight.’’ Suddenly the 
plate glass windows of a store 
were blown in, and then there 
came a flood of rain. The scoffers 
were scattered. And then there 
was a great downpour over the 
town and for about five miles in 
each direction. What a rain it 
was! 

We had services that night in the 
Methodist church. People came, 


filled the seats, sat in the win- 
dows, all the building would 
hold. But they didn’t come in their 
cars; the roads were deep in mud, 
and they came in farm wagons and 
buggies and on horseback and 
wading, with rubber boots. God 
sent the rain. And we had a right 
to be definite and bold about it be- 
cause the Holy Spirit had put it 
in our hearts. 


Wait on God. Submit to the Holy 
Spirit. He knows how to pray ac- 
cording to the will of God, so let 
Him lead your praying. 

4. Another way to be definite is 
to go on record. I often feel a need 
when I pray to take pencil and 
paper and write out certain defi- 
nite requests and number them 
one, two and three, etc. Often I 
make confessions of sin the same 
way. As honestly and fairly as I 
can I wait before God until He 
lays on my heart things that 
grieve Him, certain matters in 
which I have failed or sinned; and 
then I write them out plainly on 
a piece of paper. I keep that be- 
fore me for a few days until I feel 
I have gotten the victory, and 
God knows and I know that I have 
honestly judged those sins and 
tried to put them away and have 
confessed them to God. (But you 
may be sure I do not leave that list 
of confessed sins around where 
anybody else can see it!) 


And so I often write down defi- 
nite requests. For example, in a 
little prayer notebook I occasion- 
ally jot down on the left-hand page 
a prayer request and the date and 
the names of any who agree with 
me in that earnest request. On the 
right-hand page I leave a blank 
space for the day when the prayer 
is answered. And there I mark 
down the answer and the date and 
praise the Lord. 


On December 11, 1937, I wrote: 


down the following: “For new 
book on soul-winning to. be printed 
by Moody Colportage. Claimed by 
John R. Rice, Fairy Shappard, 
Eula Lee, Viola Walden, Lola Mae 
Bradshaw. (The three young wom- 
en work in my office.) Three years 
later, on August 29, 1941, my lit- 
tle book, “The Soul-Winner’s Fire,” 
was printed as one of the Bible 
Institute Colportage series. I know 
it helped me to be definite to write 
down that request, and it helped me 
to believe God. Now the record of 
definite answer fills my heart with 
joy and increases my faith. 


Often you will start out to pray 
for things and soon find that it is 
not the will of God. If the Holy|5 
Spirit does not help you pray, then 
consider: perhaps you are not 
praying according to God’s will. 
So change your prayer as the Spir- 
it leads. Do not keep an old prayer 
list and try to follow it when you 
have no sense that God is pleased 
with the prayers. 

Ofttimes, it is well to put your 
request in words to other people. 
Perhaps two of you can agree as 
touching a certain matter. If pos- 


j sible agree on exact dates, or num- 
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Brother Bill in Good 
Revival at Gas City, Indiana 


Rev. William H. Rice, the edi- 
tor’s brother is now on the field 
as a full time evangelist, and will 
be known as the “Sword of The 


bers, or amounts. For example, a 
few weeks ago I was in revival 
services at the Berean Baptist 
Church, Grand Rapids. As _ the 
pastor and I prayed before the 
service Sunday morning I felt im- 
pressed to ask God for twenty-five 
souls to come out publicly to claim 
Christ that day, and I prayed for 
that number definitely. At the 
morning service I think there were 
only two. In the afternoon service 
I told how God had answered many 
of my prayers, and there were one 
or two others who claimed the Sa- 
viour. When the pastor and I met 
together before the evening serv- 
ice, I reminded him of my prayer, 
and felt ashamed that all the won- 
derful answers to prayer I had 
mentioned had been given years 
before. So definitely and earnestly 
I reminded God that I had been 
felling how He answered prayer 
and now I wanted Him to answer 
a definite prayer that day — to 
see that we got the rest of the 
tweny-five souls we had asked for 
in that evening service. 


The Lord wonderfully blessed in 


the service that night. An old man 
seventy-four years old came in 20 
miles and was saved. Many others 
were saved, coming with tears. A 
mother who had been a backslider 
thirty-five years, she said, came 
back to Christ; and with her came 
her adult daughter who came to 
accept the Saviour for the first 
time. When the service was over 
the pastor showed me the names 
of twenty-five people who had come 
out during. the day, openly claim- 
ing Christ as Saviour or as back 
sliders who came again to take 
up their cross and live for God. He 
remembered two others who had 
been saved whose names he did 
not have, but he had the names 
of twenty-five! I know it helped 
me when I told the pastor that I 
expected twenty-five to answer the 
invitation that day. You can be 
definite, when the Holy Spirit lays 
it on your heart, by setting goals 
or agreeing with others, 


Elsewhere I have told about a 
recent campaign for trial subscrip- 
tions to The Sword of the Lord. 
We asked God for 5,000 trial sub- 
scriptions. We posted that number 
on the office wall, and every day 
in the office prayer meeting at 
10:00 o’clock the workers prayed 
for 5,000 trial subscriptions in that 
brief campaign. I announced in 
The Sword of the Lord that we 
hoped for that number. We set a 
definite time for the campaign to 
close, My secretary felt led to give 
trial subscriptions to thirty friends. 
When what we thought was the 
final mail came, we found her thir- 
ty made exactly 5,000 trial sub- 
scriptions! But one of the workers 
thought she had helped God too 
much, and they prayed again. The 
next day mail from stragglers 
came in, to make 5,030 subscrip- 
tions, that is, exactly 5,000 without 
the 30 subscriptions she had giv- 
en! Not one less, and not one more 
than exactly the 5,000 we had 
agreed upon openly and had 
prayed for definitely! 

Later other subscriptions came 
in, but it seemed that God was 
patiently showing us, just as He 
showed Gideon, that it was His de- 
light to answer definite prayer. 
For Gideon He first made the 
fleece wet and all about it dry. 
And then when Gideon prayed 

in, He made the fleece dry and 
all about it wet. And for us God 
gave exactly 5,000 subscriptions 
including the secretary’s special 
gift of thirty. Then when that was 
questioned, God made it exactly 

5,000 without the thirty specials. 
And then later, when every doubt 
was settled and all of us knew that 
God had exactly and definitely an- 
swered prayer to the letter, He 
sent other subscriptions, as if to 
say He had more yet if we would 
but ask! 

Beloved readers, let us be def- 


inite in our praying and give God 


a chance to show His mighty 
power and ess to answer. 
Ask God definite things, expect 
definite answers. 


‘this faithful 


Lord Evangelist,” since we plan to 
sponsor his work and since he will 
represent The Sword of the Lord. 
I am so glad to have another soul 
winning evangelist in the field, one 
with gifts and a fervent heart and 
experience in revival work. He is 
this week closing ((Easter Sun- 
day) a three weeks’ campaign 
with the First Baptist Church at 
Gas City, Indiana. I believe he will 
not mind if I quote from some 
personal letters to the office force, 
so readers may rejoice with us all 
over souls saved. 


To Miss Fairy Shappard Brother 
Bill wrote two weeks ago asking 
for some books and subscription 
blanks, and said: 


“I am in my first revival here 
in Gas City, Indiana. I am with 
the First Baptist Church of which 
Brother Kenneth L. Beilby, is 
pastor. Hée’is a graduate of Moody 
Bible Institute and an ex-student 
of Wheaton College. I like him 
very much. The church seems to 
be a spiritual one and we are look- 
ing forward to a really fine reviv- 
al. Yesterday, the first day, there 
were eight conversions but many 
more than that left the services 
unsaved, 


“The attendance was good both 
services yesterday, last night the 
building was filled. If you and Vi- 
Ola and Lola and Sister will pray 
for this meeting in your morning 
devotions, I certainly will appre- 
ciate it.” 


Then last Tuesday, March $1 
Brother Bill wrote our sister, Mrs. 
Nutting (who, with the young wo- 
men mentioned above, works in 
the Sword of The Lord office), tell- 
ing, incidentally about further 
blessings on the services, and here 
is part of what he wrote. 

“Dear Sister: 


“IT haven’t much time, but want 
to tell you something of the serv- 
ices here and something about the 
books 


“God has been blessing in the 
services. Night after night the 
building has been filled, and Sun- 
day night and Monday night it 
was literally packed with extra 
chairs in all available spaces. Sun- 
day there were eight conversions, 
I believe, and last night two. As 
you know by now, I have been 
asked to stay here for a third 
week and it would be a shame not 
to do so. Interest and conviction 
is increasing and we are expecting 
great things this last week. Just 
a few minutes ago one of the lead- 
ing business men of the town came 
here to the parsonage and wept as 
he asked the pastor and me to 
talk with his son. And he is a 
member of another church. Thank 
God Christians are waking up and 
becoming concerned about their 
loved ones. 


“It has been wonderful the way 
the other churches in town have 
cooperated. Night after night 
members of the various churches 
have attended services, sometimes 
in a body. Tonight we are having 
a great union service with every 


church in town cooperating. I 


don’t know where we are going to 
put the people unless we hang 
them on nails! : 
“The pastor, Brother Beilby, is 
planning a great baptismal serv- 
ice Sunday evening to close the re- 
vival. Thus far there are twenty- 
odd candidates and we are expec- 
ting more the end of the week. 


“Catherine is here for the week- 
end and is leaving this morning 
for Chicago. It was so good to 
have her. I think she is going to 
spend the next week-end with you. 


“Love to everyone, 
‘Bill’ ’ 


“Catherine,” mentioned above is 
Mrs. Bill’ You wives who have 
your husbands at home, pray for 
Christian wife who 
must be away from her husband 
much of the time, that he may go 
out to win souls. And I hope many 
will be moved to pray for dear 
Brother Bill, that God will anoint 
him with the Holy Spirit afresh 
for each meeting, that God 
will give him thousands of souls. 

Pastors who feel led to get in 
touch with Brother Bill about 
services may write him, 


Rev. William H. Rice, 
512 West Franklin St. 


© | time to keep our records and 


' The Good Samaritan 
(Continued from page one) 

- gaid, A certain man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jeri- 


| - cho and fell among’ thieves, 
_. + which stripped him of his rai- 


- ment, and wounded him, and 


leaving him half 
dead. 


31. And by chance there 
came down a certain priest 
that way; and when he saw 


hs i ‘him, he passed by on the other 


side. 


32. And likewise a Levite, 
when he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and 
passed by on the other side. 


33. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where 
he was; and when he saw him, 
he had compassion on him, 


34. And went to him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, and set him on 

' his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care 
of him. | 


35. And on the morrow 
when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to 
the host, and said unto him, 
take care of him, and what- 
soever thou spendest more, 
when I come again I will re- 
pay thee. 


Now, this is a very familiar sto- 


' ry, as I said a moment ago, chuck 


full of the gospel, the story of the 
good Samaritan. The story simply 
is this, that a certain man, who 
was living at Jerusalem some 2700 
feet above sea level, decided to go 
down to Jericho, about 800 feet 


below sea level, and the path was. 


| downward. And while he was on 
| that road he fell among thieves, 
| and he was stripped of his raiment 
and wounded, and they departed, 
leaving him half dead. And by 
chance there came down a certain 
priest that way. And when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other 
side. And then likewise a Levite, 
when he.was at the place came and 
looked on him and passed by on 
the other side.’”’ But, oh, here is 
_Wwhere the change comes in and 
I want you to see that the Sa- 
maritan was a type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “But a_certain Sa- 
maritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion on him, 
and went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, 
and. set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And on the morrow 
when he departed, he took out two 
pence, and gave them to the host, 
and said unto him, Take care of 
him; and what soever thou spend- 
est more, when I come again, I will 
- repay thee.” 

My, there we have the gospel 
from justification to glorification. 


The Man "Went Down" Like. All 


Sinners — To Trouble and Ruin 


I like this story because it is 
about a man, a certain man. It is 
not about an angel, it is not about 
some great angelic being, but it 
is just about.a man just like you 
and I are, a man of like passions, 
_ like testings, and like trials, and 
we find that this man went dewn 
from Jerusalem to Jericho; the 
path led downward. My, any step 
away from God’s presence, down- 
ward, leads to trouble. Jerusalem 
'  —why there they had the temple 
| Worship with the sacrifice burn- 


PATIENCE PLEASE! 


lt’ takes from two to. four 
_ | weeks to get new subscriptions 
' {enrolled and address labels 
_ | changed on renewal subscrip- 
' | tions, since all mailing is now 
' | done by our printer at Denton, 
- | Texas. However, address all 
~ | mail to 512 West Franklin St., 
' | Wheaton, Illinois, and allow us 


' | for the list corrected by the 
/ | printer, before comparing. 

Rie patience will be greatly 
; eciated, and we will do the 
~ | best we can. LOOK AT YOUR 
| LABEL AND RENEW YOUR 
" SRIPTION AHEAD OF 
Be sure to send old ad- 
_ | dress, as well as new, when you 
| report change. Thank you, dear 


* 


| friends. THE SWORD OF THE 


ing upon the altar, and that place 
represented the presence of God. 
And this man in the presence of 
God, so to speak, left God’s :pres- 
ence, and went down to J Oo, 
the city of curse. And now notice 
“and he fell among thieves.’’ I like 
to read that story about Jonah, dis- 


| obedient prophet that he was. God 


told him to go and preach to Nin- 
eveh. But he took the bit in his 
own mouth, so to speak, and he 
went the other way and he went 
down to Joppa and he bought a 
ticket and went down into the ship 
and down into the sea. Then he took 
a submarine ride, he went down. 
But God spoke to him, and he came 
back and my, I can see Jonah go- 
ing back to Nineveh, straight as 
a die, preaching. How the great 
city came under conviction, and 
there was a time of repentance. 
But now notice, how applicable 
this is to our original. parents, 
Adam and Eve, They were in God’s 
perfect presence there in a perfect 
relationship and perfect fellowship, 
before the entrance of sin, but how 
they listened to the lie, to the Evil 
One, and believed the lie over 
against God’s true eternal Word, 
and they fell, and sin entered this 
old world. . 


My friend, the trouble with the 
old world today is sin, sin, S-I-N. 
Wherefore by one man’s disobedi- 
ence, sin entered into the world 
and death by sin. That’s the trou- 
ble with this old world. And you 
can have ideal legislation, and ideal 
laws, ideal schemes for bringing in 
prosperity. But you have to deal 
with the human element and the 
human heart is lost, without hope, 
without Christ, undone, sin-cursed, 
sin-wrecked. There is only one 
remedy as I said a little while ago, 
and that is the shed blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Now notice, this man fell among 
thieves which stripped him of his 
raiment. And our early parents, 
when they saw themselves in their 
true light, in their true standing 
before God, found themselves nak- 


fed. Now, that does not refer to 


physical nakedness, but they be- 
came stripped of their covering of 
light, the shekinah glory, and 
standing there’ they were stripped 
of that and they were in darkness. 
They lost that wonderful covering 
of the shekinah light and they 
went and hid themselves from the 
presence of God. And when Jesus 
comes in, the Light of the world, 
we have in measure that light re- 
stored, and some day that full light 
will be restored to us. < 


Religious Form and Ceremonies 
Cannot Help a Sinner 


So this man, is stripped of his 
raiment he has lost his covering, 
and is wounded. They departed, 
leaving him half dead. Then this 
priest came by, and when he saw 
him he perhaps was on his way 
up from Jericho to Jerusalem to 
attend to the things of the temple, 
he saw this poor man that way, 
and when he saw him he passed 
by on the other side. I want to tell 
you something. I don’t care how 
many churches you may join; un- 
less you are born again the join- 
ing of churches won't help you. 
Forms and ceremony of religious 
worship won’t help you. Nothing 
will help you but the cross of Je- 
sus Christ. We find also about the 
Levite; he had charge of the cere- 
monies of the temple, “and when 
he was at the place came and 
looked on him down in sin. He 
the other side.’ I want to tell you 
something, nothing can help a man 
when he is deep down in sin. He 
can’t think good thoughts. You tell 
him to read a good book and to 
turn over a new leaf why, he’s des- 
perate. He’s simply down and out 
and he needs help. There is only 
One that can help him. 


The Good Samaritan Pictures Je- 
sus, The Only One Who can 
Save a Sinner 


Now I want you to see the appli- 
cation of a certain Samaritan, ap- 
plicable to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed”—I like that. For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that though He was rich, 
yet for our sake He became poor, 
that we through His poverty might 
be rich. He left on a journey years 
ago, and the wonder is that He, 
rich in the Father’s love and fel- 
‘lowship,and the worship of the an- 
gels, the eternal God could come 
down and compress Himself, as a 


J} little babe there in Bethlehem. He 


came on a journey; and how we 
read in the 
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face towards erusalem, “I must 


< 


Is that He set His} the 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


needs go this way.” He had a defi- 
nite ork to do. He came where he 
was. 

And oh, I’m thankful that back 
in 1917 under the preaching of a 


man of God presenting Christ and |} 


and the condition of those out- 
side of Christ, the Lord Jesus came 
right where I was. I was alone 
then, hopeless, wandering around, 
not knowing what way to turn, 
what to do, without any anchor, 
with no foundation. This man 
preached and I saw myself before 
God, and the Lord Jesus came 
right where I was. I was without 
strength. I couldn’t go. He came 
where I was. And that is the mar- 
velous grace of Christ. 


Christ's Compassion 


Notice, he came where he was, 
“and when he saw him,” oh, this 
shows you the difference between 
deceitful teachers and the true 
Christian religion. When he saw 
him, he had compassion on him! 
Compassion! I tell you when the 
gospel and salvation get into your 
heart you could kneel down in an 
old drunk tank in a jail and put 
your arm around a man that needs 
delousing and love him to Christ. 
I will never forget as long as I 
live how a group of us in the early 
days were studying out West in 
one of the institutes. We had been 
told to go to the jail for our as- 
signment, and I'll never forget 
how, there in the women’s tank, 
one of the girls that was with us 
on the team was assigned to go 
there, and my, there was a woman 
there and really she was de- 
bauched. Her hair was matted and 
tangled, and oh, she was an awful 
sight. Say, sin pays terrific wages. 
And this girl was rather from the 
upper “four-hundred.” God had 
marvelously saved her. She had 
been cared for all of her life, but 
when she saw that poor woman, 
this wonderful Christian, high- 
class girl just went right down in- 
to the tank there, knelt beside that 
poor lost street-walker, debauched 
through drink, and put her arm 
around her, and say, talk about 
weeping in heaven, that girl just 
poured out her heart, and she won 
that blessed soul to Christ. 

Now notice, “He had compas- 
sion on him, and went to him.” 
This is what he does. “He bound 
up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine,” typical of the Holy Spirit 
and the blood. And then according 
to Ephesians 2, but God, who is 
rich in mercy, hath quickened us 
and raised us and seated us, why 
He took .this poor man and He 
set him on His own beast, and 
brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. A beautiful story of 
salvation, of Christ, as I said a 
moment ago, He was rich, yet for 
our sakes He became poor that we 
through His poverty might become 
rich. He trod this old earth for 
thirty-three years, Many did not re- 
ceive Him. He came unto His own 
and they received Him not. But 
a few saw the glory of the Holy 
Spirit revealed, the inward glory 
manifested. But to as many as re- 
ceived Him, a person, John 1:12 
tells us, He gives the power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to 
those that believe on his name. 
And it is wonderful how we can 
come in and all our past sins are 
put behind His back and He will 
remember them against us no more 
forever, and He -will bind up the 
broken hearts, He will purge that 
conscience of yours. 

Oh, it is a wonderful work when 
you become a new creation in 
Christ Jesus. Old things passing 
away; once you just couldn’t stand 
the thought of a prayer meeting, 
or going to church or singing the 
songs of Zion, but now, my, how 
you love to go to church, you love 
to open the Bible, you love to just 
feed out of God's Word and you 
love to pray. What a change! Lis- 
ten to me—it is not reformation, 
it is not putting on some veneer, 
or some cloak, or some sweet smile 
and saying, “All is well,” and 
things of that sort. No. Listen, 
friend of mine, it’s Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. Ye must be born 
again. That ’s the heart of it. 

Sometimes unbelievers talk 
about men having a spark of di- 
vinity in them and all you have 
to do is to fan that spark and that 
will grow—never! My Bible says 
that you are dead in trespasses 
and sin and disobedient and de- 
serving of wrath to come without 
Christ, without hope, dead. When a 
thing is dead it’s dead. Why we 
were without strength, dead. 
Christ died for us, the godly for 
ungodl: 


yOaly. 
~ But then this little story of sal- 


““Moody Men Preach 
Only the Bible” 
(Continued from page one) 


study of Hebrew, Church History, 
Systematic theology, etc. I know 
what I. got was good, especially 
some fine téaching on soul win- 
ning and a thorough grounding in 
Bible doctrine generally, but I had 
to learn my Bible after leaving 
school. I had to learn by’ myself 
what every student in Moody Bi- 
ble Institute has\a good chance to 
learn in the regular course of 
study. I thank God for good semi- 
naries, and today there are sev- 
eral that give strong thorough 
courses in the Bible itself. I be- 
lieve the strongest ministerial stu- 
dents should go on to college and 
seminary to get very necessary 
training for some fields of service. 
But how thankful I am that even 
High School students who study in 
Moody Bible Institute can get the 
very best and most thorough Bi- 
ble teaching. 


The music department of Moody 
Institute, headed by Dr. Homer 
Hammontree, long the evangelistic 
partner of Mel Trotter, is recog, 
nized in many quarters as giving 
the best gospel music course in 
the world. (See Practical Church 
Music, by Lorenz). The Missionary 
course is sending out hundreds of 
missionaries to fields all over the 
world. Today there are 1,631 for- 
eign missionaries on the field in 
87 countries, under 143 mission 
boards or societies! | 


Best of. all; Moody Bible Insti- 
tute has a soul winning atmos- 
phere. Students in one year report- 
ed 10,584 professed conversions in 
their work while still students. 
Thousands of ex-students and 
graduates are winning souls in the 
pastorate, as evangelists, as mis- 
sionaries, as children’s workers, 
and as lay workers in the church- 
es. 


Radio WMBI, owned and operat- 
ed by Moody Bible Institute is a 
radio station dedicated wholly to 
the service of Jesus Christ. What 
a blessing it has proven to the 
thousands within reach, who can 
find, during most of the daylight 


vation doesn’t stop there, for we 
see the good Samaritan on the 
morrow. When he departed he took 
out two pence and gave them to 
the host, and said unto the inn- 
keeper, “Take care of him.” And 
your business and my business as 
pastors and preachers and teach- 
ers and Christian workers is to 
take care of the sheep entrusted 
to our care. When He comes back 
He will reward us for the way in 
which we have treated God’s chil- 
dren, according to the deeds done 
to the body. He said, “When I 
come again I will repay thee.” 


Are You on the Road to Jericho? 


How about it friends? Are you 
on the road to Jericho, spiritually 
speaking? You have fallen among 
thieves, oh, you are just down and 
out. Perhaps I am speaking to 
someone just on the verge of sui- 
cide, I don’t know; sometimes we 
feel strangely checked when we 
are speaking on the radio, and I'd 
just like to stand here in front of 
this microphone the way I do it 
half the time on the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour, with my eyes shut. 
I’m just talking to you, I love to 
just talk to a single soul. How is 
it with you and the Saviour? Do 
you know Christ as your personal 
Saviour? Well, you can know Him. 
God says, “Him that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out, and 
he that heareth my word and be- 


‘lieveth on Him that sent me hath 


everlasting life and shall. not come 
into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life. Come, though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow. Oh, I wish I 
had the power of oratory to plead 
with you, to beseech you.to be rec- 
onciled to God in Christ Jesus. The 
greatest joy this side of glory, is 
to see men and women accept my 
beloved Saviour. Oh, it’s wonderful 
to be a new creation in Christ Je- 
sus. All by grace, not of works by 
grace, through faith, not of works 
lest any man should boast. I’m go- 


ing to ask the chorus choir to sing 


in closing, “Only Trust Him.” 
“Come every soul by sin oppressed, 
there’s mercy with the Lord.” 
Though your sins may be as high 
as Mount Whitney out there in 


California, you may be down in| 


the very depths of despair under 


the load of condemnation. Only) 


trust Him, Only trust Him! 
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hours, a gospel program, with high 
class, spiritual gospel music, with 
clear Bible teaching and gospel 
preaching. I have said to my wife 
that we should be glad to pay $5.00 
a month more rent for the privi- 
lege of living where we can hear 
radio WMBI. But now I am afraid 
my neighbor at. Wheaton, Rev. 
Wendell P. Loveless, director of 
that good station, will wonder why 
I do not pay that amount to the 
station! 


‘Dr. Houghton, President 


Dr. Will H. Houghton, president 
of Moody, is God’s man. He was 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York City, before coming to 
Chicago to accept the presidency 
tendered him, on the advice of Dr. 
James: M. Gray, who knew he 
could not live long past his eighty 
years. Before Calvary Baptist, 
New York, the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, which Dr. Len G. 
Broughton had made famous,’ knew 
the ministry of Dr. Houghton. He 
has real vision, evangelistic pas- 
sion, leadership, and a humble and 
tender devotion to Christ. His lead- 
ership has built new buildings un- 
til now there is a fine plant of 
many buildings, the nicest of which 
is the great twelve story adminis- 
tration building. The annual 
Founder’s Week Conference, usu- 
ally the first week in February, 
has grown till it is, we suppose, 
the best attended and most useful 
Bible Conference in America. Great 
soul winners in the last conference 
included Charles E. Fuller, and 
Bob Shuler, as well as Dr. Robert 
G. Lee, marvelous preacher, and 
Bible teachers like Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side and Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, with 
a host of others. 


Dr. Houghton is also editor of 
the Moody Monthly, a great Bible 
study magazine which you would 
be wise to read. If you are not a 
subscriber, send $1.50 for a year’s 
subscription to 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. 

We are giad to run the picture 
of the arch of the administration 
building, and a picture of Dr. 
Houghton. | 


Plan, Pray, Provide for Moody 
Bible Institute 


someone reads this who ought 
to plan for a life work of soul win- 
ning at home and abroad. Will you 
not prayerfully consider whether 
or not you should plan to attend 
Moody Bible Institute? Some one 
else reads this who has some of the 
Lord’s money which you would 


will do the most good in getting 
out the gospel. Will you not pray 
and ask God whether He wants 
you to help supply the $450,000 
needed each year in supplying free 
tuition to the nearly 1,300 day stu- 
dents and over 1,800 evening school 
students of Moody Bible Institute, 
with the kindred work of getting 
out the gospel over radio WMBI, 
etc. Others might help Moody 
while receiveing regular lifetime 
support from an investment in a 
Moody life annuity. In either case, 
please pray and then write to 
Moody asking for the information 
you want. Address 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 

Pastors who follow the. com- 
mand of our Saviour to “Pray ye 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into His harvest” 
can do great good by helping 
young people in their churches, 
those interested in Christian work, 
get in touch with this ‘““West Point 
of Christian Service.” And for 
those who cannot go to Moody, you 
can bring Moody to them in the 
fine correspondence courses inthe 
Bible, in soul winning, etc., about 
which they will be glad to tell you. 
Moody classes can be organized in 
churches, or individuals can pursue 
them singly. Mee 

We earnestly urge Christians 
who believe the Bible and want 
souls saved to pray for ‘“‘The school 


that D, L. Moody founded.” 


Wm. H. McNitzky} 
Master Printer 
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